
liiE SALE of saurious educi-
ronai degree: 'by 

seif-sgied
r:li eges ani uni versi ti es has
. :come e Sourisiring ii:de inlrilain. But ihe Government
.dnritied last week,.lrar ii c:nnot
:ink.of -a way to cic anyrhing
:ot .it Ilrs )fargarec Thatcher,':e tduca(ion Secretary, told lhe
.Jmmons thit legisiacion *.ould
:esent " ciifr culties.','Ye: there is disturhi::g eviCenc-.:i.t 'Lhe 'degree nilis,,' whic:r:ntil .rerently trriveci :-nainly in:al9rlci, have become a muili-
:riiio.n pound business in Brrtain.;rd ii is an lnternaiional busi-
:ss,. Ior -one of the ch jef seiling-,]:F ?( .an lmccessrve-.iookrrig
.'itlfictte irom: tsltlsn ]nstllu:-on t3 that is can be used bynscrupuious joo_seei<er: round

_ e world.
.lt- no1e, the_customers apDear
..?..-^"r.t,T: of vanity or srrnp{eirl'et)'. The numoer hording:se ciegrees possibly runs inr.oousends. Anelysls o( last year,s
nsus reburns has been throwingr, s0 

. 
man./ susDeci tsAs, phDi

:1 otner degrees ihal : soec;al:!X!rI for:hern has haci to be:eC to tho census compu ter)gramme.
fh! degree milis jometim?s
:piv rurtion of a kjnd. Uut.ilihem are far beiors t.he stan.:d. of an1, orthodOx college.: terms iiu.e ,, unrvers,r,' anJ-e:ree " have ueyer been.aliv deinecj. so Juji about anv-
ii'ls:ree 1o suool; rJero..
anyone :lse. ilf ,:rr,--..fii

.iCitiOnai :rOrid can,lo at prel
:i _is. io :narniain oiacxtisti.3 Unll'ersit]- of Lcncjon has a'o',27 ciegree nriil.: in tsritiinl some :00 abroad. The
rartment of Education Duts +.hs
:ish fi:-.::e ne:r::50.'ome desree miils ofe: a E.t-'as liltle as I28 anci a phD for'. For !i00, one:ntlrnrisrnq
:ege will besrow lhe tiile oiriessor Enrentu:_ "The scale
charges ;rt Brirain's leading

r:ree mjll. 'rhe " Sussex Coiiege
Technoiogy," i: a Iitile highei::. :30. llA :98. doctcrate if:0.

: D !155. There is a iso anronorrrv degree " fcr 1100.
Tire Sussex Coilege of Tec.h-:iory is a. ihrivtng e:amplo ol

lhis lype of ecucational enier-
pnse. _ll is one oI iour businesses.
Lun by {E-year-old ,'prof ', Bruce
Copen. . " PhD. Dlitt rBRA,,;
f roal a 3Groomed Viclorian man-
lion ser in spac:ous grounds atDane . HiU, Hayx'ards Heatir,
Juss€x-
.. Copen's rise from ex-corporal
(he u'as a vartime entertarnrnents
officer wiLb ENSA) ro director oia str::rg of entc:p.ises seiling" educruon " ail over the woril
makes an inrngulng story.

. He began humbly af ter the tai.gtvrng hrgniy unorinodox trear_menl in " homeooathy ,, and" radiest-besia." Their he surted
his irst correspondence school lna converted cai-avan nerI to a
chicken r..ln ar. Grea! llissenden,
!ucks, in 1957. Ttre ,.Universii
Correspondence School,' otTered
courses io massage, dietetlcs andphysical culture- Courset .in" elemen!ary radiesthesia ,. cost
three g.rinees, " lris diagnosis-,i
studies cos! six guineas, and'' coiour drerapy " lessons nina
zurneas.

Copen bad ciearly tapped ancn velr. By 196i he w83 able
to move to a !15.000 stone cottageat Baicombe. Su.ssex. There he
re qlste:ex 3lan tri d ee Forest
5cnooi ior " dis.se::rrnating in.
formanon io adults in tne
naturai sciences, heaiing. elc.,, By
June,1903. he had progressed ro
nrs preSer:;nuch iarSe.r premises
near t:avFards Heath and haclr
lau;rched Lhe Sussel Collego of'-
TechnoloS..

. .The coJlege ofrers far more than
nts ortg::r;i coursed in home.sDun
rteCicrne. For !?4. Copen o{e:sa oegree :n :conomics-" one ofihe inosi compleie and lully cje-
laileC. _Courses on the subjeci
avaiia'ole anlrvhere . . compiete
r-lU'tin 15 Lessons."

Another L5-lesson course otlers
r. comolele guirie tn ths develop.ment of the Enejlsh lanBuase,
" the ganuI of Eng]ish litera.
ture " through ihe agis, pius tips
on BTam=ar. spelling, punctua-
tron and public speakrng, all fcr
:s.{.
. There are aiso courses ranging -l:-om phiiosophy and eciucation t6 

-

domestic science and computer
:ec-hnolo97. At the :nd of-eac-h..

curricuia." .'
Radieslhesia is

word of Copen's
defines it as " the
du.lum detectron."

I

appareni.ly i a
lnveniing. He

sclence oi pen-

Ccpen cioes not llst any ieach-
ing staff in his " curncul;," but
he does name a " Boarri of
Regents " including V. Navarat.
nam, a S,lngapore ieacher: Lee Ah
Pah, _a Malaysian headmasrer;
Ngai Luen You, " representatlve
ofXus Coliege rn Hong i{ong,
and Edward O. Orluwusi, a Lasos
meriical technierrn, " Prof essoi of
Studies lor this colleBe in
Ni oo rr: "

Soon afier Cooen's coilege
opened, East Susiex eciur;non
departrnent began lece:v:n4
letters from all bver ihe.+'oiii
inquiring abour ii. The Universiiy
of Sussex began keeprng a dol-
sier on Ihis strang? riyai..r.ll rn-qurrers-among tiem pcl:rriai
students,. educationai inslituiions
anci comoany personnei manag?rs

-are toid by both Lhe ccuniy
qnd the uru','erslr;,* that toe
oegrees are spunous - 't

ln a siandard letter to pro',
s".ecHve stuiert-s. Copen ac=ls:
" The ciegreg awards offered are
not ' ieccgnlsed ' by t-he eiuca.-
tional autborrties in the UK." He..
even adds.lhat ihe use of degiees .

" may be restricreci to ion-
:caciemlc activities." Despite ie- -
peated chone cails io tire cciiege
Iast week, Cooe;r couid ro: be.
reached for coml'nent, and his
stafi. r.Jused.,.io.. ciiscuss - &eir.

a

ALTHOUGi{ the Gover::menr has
not fbund a tvay tc suppress the
degree rnills, ii is arvare that ihey
can reSect harmfuiiy on Briiain,s
educational reputatlon 
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course the student ls of:red la
certiffcate in Latln, " suitabie ior
framrng." The certi6cate's vaiue,
nowever, ls somewhat mar:ed by
several grammaticai errors. copen
alrc' ba*s trcuble with Lat:a inhis 'outline-_. of courses : Ire
rePeaterily...lspeaks of " lb.rs

.- :-:'

:
. & i:: Caiignci CounrT, '.',a :lan caliing himselJ aof Pnilosoohy frorn &e
_ Scnool of Apollei Sc:erpur.in clarEe oi a.g:ouc:

g'j:dance clinics pr th res:
litv. : cr psycnoioglc.ally c-:
c;1!icfen. Only rece:tl1
discovereci that hjs " sc::
on London Ur:iversiLz's :_
He',ca.s oemoteci, anci tocx.
-^l^.-, ^...J4:drJ LUL

g I;r raarry ]Iarietie, l,l:
a I{e&odist. minrster ::
fcr seven years as " Dl:
Divinity "-a degree fro=
lnternationai Free F::
Episcooai UniveEsit:;
Tot:enla;, London.

@ The Sier:a irone gove:
ls beia:eCiy. invesrigari::
crerieniials of one c
Washington embassy sa:i
was apoointed to a !5,00C
post on ihe basis oI an
frc;;r a Sritjsh cieg:ee r::.

Siera Leone ls tr-wirg to
out ihe actlviiies of :
setie:s a;rC ineir iocrl age::
ha','e :clnC r:ch prcri::qs::.
Afrrca-and in rx-coianies
eraii','. shere the lbi::
quai:ic:uons rs 3re:L anc
fide insirlutions are ierv.

Vical:s of British degr:e
appear reguiariy in .7
ccu;::. c.rargeC zrth rr::p:
usrng Ltles ard degree:.
proseculion ofien cails o
1'/illiarn Dey, secret:i-.
Lonirn '..rniversity's e::
requile:,.rents depari,:-:ei:.
er-icience cn the invaiidity oi
^!,-1::^-li^--!.tudlr'rLduul15.

-.is lon: aqo as i951.
Robol;s Commrlle on :
Educaiion recommended 1t
.itcn :c ieitric: :he Do\ver ::
iegrees io au ii:orlsed b
But i:oiiri-ng *.as cione. ai..:
inc':s::/ .:as now ;:osr.n

: )1- Tiatcher's Corninons
ias'. Th:r:sciay :uies ou r an;.
of qui:k legislzrioir. 3ut'r-
the Goverirrnent f;ncis some
.of - ciamoing io'*n, many,sands c: peoole in f;rr:i:
aoroad rrli ccntinue ::
ternpted or. Iooied: into b

,quite mea:ringlels 
_quaiifice
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